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TO: 

THE  MAYOR,  ALDMEM  & BUi-GEGS^G  OF  THE  £>OrOUGH  OF 

Bi:tIDGv;ziTi:jK. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1941,.  In  consequence  of  v^ur 
conditions  and  on  the  instruction.s  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  many 
records  cannot  be  published  at  the  present  time.  This  is  therefore 
an  interim  report  only,  but  statistics  have  been  pieserved  in 
order  that  a detailed  report  can  be  given  at  some  future  aate. 

The  department  has  not  been  immene  from  staffing  difficulties 
on  the  clerical  side,  Mr.  N,  Pitman,  the  clerk,  left  in  November 
to  join  H,M.  Forces:  and  the  temporary  rule  assist-.nt  clerk  left  in 
July.  One  temporary  female  clerk  has  been  appointe*..,  but  the 
second  appointment  has  not  been  filled  pending  the  proposed  com- 
bined office  -arrangements  for  the  Medical  Officer’s  Department  of 
the  Borough  and  Rural  Districts. 

Infectious  diseases. 

The  following  table  sets  cut  the  cases  notified  during  1941:- 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  0 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  6 
Diphtheria  I'j, 
Dysentery  0 
Enteric  fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  0 
Erysipelas  3 
Measles  lOo 
Ophthalmia  q 
Pneumonia  4 
Puerpual  pyrexia  7 
Scarlet  fever  2^ 
Small  Pox  0 
Whooping  cough  92 


The  freedom  fr:m  any  serious  epidemic  of  infectious  disease 
during,  the  year  is  most  gratifying. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  27  cases  of  respiratory  and  6 cases  of  nen-rcs- 
piratory  tuberculosis  notified  during,  the  year.  Respiratory 
tuberculosis  was  the  cause  of  '^1  deaths.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  the  number  of  cases  has  not  shown  any  increase  during 
the  second  complete  year  of  war  conditions. 

Contagious  skin  diseases  etc. 

The  incidence  of  scabies  continued  to  increase  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  provision  of  a Treatment  Centre  at  the  Old 
Isolation  Hos'^ital  became  necessary,  the  number  of  caoes  under- 
going treatment  became  so  large  that  the  existing  baths  and  plant 
provided  were  unable  to  cope  v.ith  the  work.  It  was  therefore 
necessary  to  make  further  alterations  and  ^.dditions,  and  at  the 
same  time  provide  for  the  treatment  of  male  adults.  At  the  time  of 
riting  the  results  of  much  hard  work  b all  concerned  have  bean 
reflected  in  a very  considerable  ciminution  of  the  number  of  cases, 
though  whether  this  improvement  is  tempori-ry  or  not  it  is  im;'ossible 
to  predict. 


There  has  also  he^ii  a increase  in  the  number  of  cases 

of  Im-etigo  and  Pediculosis,  and  it  is  vdth  regret  that  I record 
that  many  cases  of  adults  vdth  verminous  heads  are  being  brought 
to  my  notice. 

r' 

Diphtheria  immunisation 

Considering  the  short  time  that  the  scheme  nas  been  in  progress  ' 
the  response  to  this  protective  inoculation  has  been  satisfactory. 

In  one  year  35>7%  of  the  po  ula  ion  between  the  ages  of  5 & 15  years,* 
and  3.3;^  of  the  pre-school  population  v.ere  immunised. 

There  is  every  indication  that  the  percentage  of  pre-school 
children  immunised  vdll  shoe  a marked  improvement  in  1942. 

A regular  weekly  session  is  held  at  the  School  Clinic  for  this 
work,  and  I hope  to  mainta.  n these  facilities  throughout  the  year. 

iQf  S^lt_I|prtality 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  increased  to  30, 
js  compared  vdth  21  during  1940  .^nd  19  during  1939* 

Reusing 

The  R-'using  situation  continues  to  bt;  difficult,  but  there  seems 
to  be  little  evidence  of  gross  ovexcrovding . A survey  made  in  a street 
of  72  working  class  houses  showed  that  only  three  v.ere  found  to  be 
overcrowded,  and  in  each  case  the  extent  of  the  overcrowding  was 
slight . 


The  water  Supply  for  the  Borough  has  been  adequate,  -nd  the 
regular  samples  have  proved  that,  after  chlorination,  the  bacterio- 
logical condition  has  been  satisfactory. 

Emergency_work 

During  the  year  the  Health  Department  has  been  concerned  either 
directly  or  indirectly  \lth  a host  of  problems  in  connection  vdth  the 
Evacuation  Scheme,  Civil  Defence,  the  medical  aspects  of  Rest  and 
Feeding  Schemes,  Emergency  leader , arrangements  for  Civilian 
V/ar  Deaths  etc. 

It  is  not  the  public  interest  to  report  on  the  details  of  this 

work. 

This  interim  report  is  little  more  than  an  outline  of  some  of  the 
activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  war  time,  and  I would 
like  to  conclude  Vvlth  thanking  the  Committee  for  their  generous  support 
Mr.  Lean  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  v«illing  collaboration,  and  the 
Heads  of  other  Departments  for  their  valuable  help. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


G.  H.  PRINGLm. 


ANWUiiL  aii-POhl'  OF  THJL 
CHIhF  sanitary  inspector  FOxR 

194l|. 


T^' ■ '‘-.yar^  Aldermen  and  Burgesses. 

of  "he  Borough  of  Bridgv.ater. 

I-iayor^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  jV-.er  ending 
51  t.  ft c ember  1941.  This  report  is  of  necessity  very  abbreviated. 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  during  the  year 
was  207  s.n  increase  of  65  over  1940. 

Ir  all  cases  nuisances  were  abatee  as  the  result  of  informal  action 
and  it  vas  not  necessary  to  seve  any  Statutory  Notices.  Owing  to  the 
dif ■■-caltj  dn  obtaining  materials  and  the  shortage  of  labour  more  time 
ha.-  nad  to  le  allowed  to  owners  of  property  in  carrying  out  repairs  but 
it  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  in  all  cases  they  have  co-operated 
in  getting  work  placed  in  hand  vdth  the  minimum  of  delay. 

HGasi.nL_  Y/ith  the  suspension  of  the  po>..ers  of  compellin;.,  the  demo- 
IjA-xc  I of  unfit  houses,  the  work  of  cleai-ing  the  Borough  of  houses  not 
capaule  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost  has  had  to  be  post- 
nonec  , 120  unfit  houses  have  been  repaired  and  rendered  fit  during  the 

year. 


There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  houses  found  to 
be  verminous  from  19  in  1940  to  14  in  1941.  Allhave  been  disinfested. 

The  number  of  complaints  of  premises  infested  vath  rats 
or  mice  hasincr eased  and  during  the  year  50  cases  v.e  investigated, 
assi  tc.nce  given  and  the  premises  rid  of  this  pest. 

-Food s^  Meat  inspection  is  now  confined  to  Casualty  carcases 

and  pigs  under  licence  at  the  slaughterhouses  and  visits  of  inspection 
to  the  iVllocation  Centre  and  Butchers  Shops.  The  amount  of  meat  con- 
demned is  given  in  the  Summary  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

The  amount  of  other  foods  condemned  has  increased  very  considerably 
This  is  partly  due  to  the  introduction  of  the  point  systems,  the  in- 
crease in  rationing  and  the  supply  of  lease  lend  goods.  Shopkeepers 
now  cannot  condemn  and  destroy  articles  of  food  themselves  but  must  se- 
cure an  ifficial  Condemnation  Certificate  and  the  food  if  suitable  for 
salvage  purposes  or  animal  feeding  stuff  is  utilised  in  this  way. 

Milks_and_DairieSj.  Visits  of  inspection,  samples  ana  Sediment  Testing 
have  been  maintained  at  the  same  standard  as  in  pre-war  days. 

Shops  Act  and  Factory  Act.  The  duties  under  these  Acts  have  been  car- 
ried out  and  details  are  given  in  the  Summary. 

wiyil  Lefence^_  A great  deal  of  my  time  has  been  spent  in  the  organi- 
sation and  control  of  the  services  in  connection  .ith  Decontamination, 
Food  Decontamination^,  and  Emergency  Mortuaries  details  of  which  it  is 
not  possible  to  give. 


IO;S]2§ctipns„made_during_thc__Yeari 


General  Sanitation 


Drainage.  155 

Stables  and' Piggeries . 5 

Co  mon  Lodging  Houses.  2 

Factories  v/ithout  power.  19 

Factories  \.ith  power.  50 

Schools.  1 

Outworkers. 

Public  Conveniences.  9 

Theatres  add  Places  of  Entertainment 
Rats  and  Mice  117 

Smoke  Observations  2 

Shops  216 


■ catOT 

R--V.2C  -.  Let  in  Lodgings  7 

'tents,  ii-jis  c,nci  Shec  s 1 

Inns  4 

niscellLeieeus . II5 


Houses  L.nspected  under  Publi^r  Health  Acts.  107 

Visits  po.id  to  the  above  houses.  ^91 

Houses  ii'isi  ected  under  Housing  Acto 
Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses 

Houses  inso'ected  in  connection  \dth  overcrowding  105 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  110 

Verminous  Premises  inspected  14 


Visits 

paid  to  the  above  preraises 

24 

Mi  5;  cel] 

..aneous 

91 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inouiri 

.es  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

23 

Vi  sits 

re.  Disinfection. 

14 

Mis cell 

.an ecus , 

49 

Me  .t  anc  Food  Inspection.  ’ 

Visits 

to  Slaughtc,rhou.ses 

Visits 

tc  Chops  a'd  Stalls 

36 

Visits 

to  ether  premises  for  meat  inspection 

31 

Visits 

to  Buichers 

102 

Visits 

to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

15 

Visits 

to  Greenorocers  and  Fruiterers 

f 

c 

Visits 

to  Grocers 

101 

Visi  t.s 

to  Confectioners 

12 

Visits 

to  Bakehouses 

lid. 

Visits 

to  Fried  Fish  Shops 

3 

Visits 

to  Co\./ sheds 

r 

Visits 

tc  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. 

36 

Visits 

to  Ice  Cream  Premises 

Visits 

to  Restaurants. 

6 

Milk^-  Bacteriological  7 

Tubercle  Bacilli . 5 

Miscellaneous.  51 

EH?.l2.siyes_^ 

Visits  in  connection  with  explosives  5 

Visits  in  connection  Vvith  petroleum  spirit  1 

A^ii^P.  13 


\york  Done 


Connlaints  investigated . 

Flu....  . provided 

Choked,  dra.tns  >.xnd  sewers  cleared 

Drains  relaid 

Drains  repedred 

Inspection  Chambers  provided 

Defective  water  closets  repaired 

Defective  urin^ls  repaired 

Defective  roofs  repaired 

Defective  winiox^s  and  skylights  repo.ired 

Defective  eavesgutters  and  dov^npipes  repaired 

Defective  walls  repaired 

Defective  plastering  repaired 

Defective  firegrates  and  ranges  repaired 

Defective  coppers  repaired 

Defective  doors  repaired 

Defective  chimneys  repaired 


207 

3 

57 

1 

5 

4 

15 
1 

13 

16 

5 

10 


9 

5 

3 

4 


